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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT — NONCOMPLYING RATES 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [9.08 am]: I bring to the attention of 
members that I have received advice from my Department of Local Government that of the 79 annual budgets 
for 2011–12 submitted to the department so far, 16 local governments have been assessed as noncomplying with 
sections of the Local Government Act relating to the process of imposing rates. These matters relate specifically 
to the imposition of minimum rates, differential rates and the introduction of a levy without a head of power to 
do so. Two of these matters can be addressed under Governor’s orders. However, the remainder have been 
referred to the State Solicitor’s Office for legal advice. One outcome may be a determination that the rates levied 
under these categories are invalid, and those local governments will need to take action to withdraw and 
reconsider them. Each of these local governments has been advised of these matters and has been requested to 
seek Governor’s orders or to address the matter in other ways. The 16 local governments range from rural shires 
to metropolitan and regional cities. The financial impact has not been calculated by my department; however, 
that is a matter for each of these local governments to consider. Clearly, if the adjusted rate levy fails to deliver 
the rate revenue required to balance budgets, these local governments will need to consider other options. 

I am pleased the department has staffing resources with the knowledge and experience to assess such matters and 
bring them to my attention and the attention of noncomplying local governments in a timely manner. It is my 
intention to pursue the acquisition of an appropriate management information system for the department to assist 
with broader assessment of local government performance. This will highlight not only noncompliance to the 
sector and electors to assist with earlier rectification, but also examples of best practice for others to emulate. 
Fifty-nine additional budgets are still to be assessed. 
 


